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DITORIAL:-  

 
 

 
If you know of any members who are sick and in need of some sympathy, 
Please let me know. Lewie@hms-penelope.com  
Or via contact page on website www.hms-penelope.com 

 

Sick Bay 
 
. 
Our thoughts & prayers go out to all families & friends of those who 
have crossed the bar to all who have lost family, friends to Covid 19 
and a speedy recovery to those who have it now 
 
 
Our thoughts & prayers go out to all those in Ukraine facing invasion 
from Russia forces   
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                           News 
 

 
Blackpool Annual reunion  

 
Next reunion will be 24th - 27th February 2023.    

The venue again will be Tiffany’s Hotel  
Blackpool 

if you want to come just for our Gala dinner!  
Please contact us via the contact page. 

 
 

Cenotaph 2022  13th November 
We now have our Marchers posed and ready all registered 

with Royal British Legion 
 

 
 
We would like to congratulate Brian (Bing)Crosby Penelope 82 
crew member on being awarded M.B.E on 1st January 2022 
 
He was awarded this for his work with dismantling organised 
crime groups and protecting vulnerable victims of trafficking in 
modern slavery        So BZ to Bing MBE  
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Dear The Penelope Association,  
I am just writing to let you know that I recently went on TS 
Royalist and I had the best time so thank you so much for giving 
me this opportunity. 
 
On the Saturday I travelled down to Poole; this all went smoothly 
apart from when my phone decided to break halfway there and 
remained broken for the rest of the week! Due to previously being 
on TS Jack Petchey a couple of times, I was made watch leader 
of Starboard Aft and I was responsible for 5 other cadets, which 
was a good challenge that I embraced.  
On our first full day we sailed to Cowes, Isle of Wight and I was 
on the helm as we headed in which was a super cool feeling. I 
had also never been to the Isle of Wight before this so it was 
somewhere new for me! I climbed to the first platform on the mast 
and over which I enjoyed so hoped to do more climbing during 
the rest of the week. I also ate in the wardroom for tea with the 
staff and another watch leader which was an honour. 
On Monday, I was part of the shore-party so went in the sea boat 
for the first time. We remained close to Cowes due to some high 
wind so we practiced some drills and also all had a dance on the 
foredeck! I also climbed up the mast to help in putting the sails 
away and had the opportunity of looking over the navigation 
systems we used and with two other cadets plotted our route to 
Portland for the next day. 
The next day was the roughest when we sailed to Portland so 
there were a few seasick cadets! Two cadets were both turning 
16 so in the evening we threw them a birthday party and had also 
bought them some gifts which they were so touched by. It was a 
lovely evening.  
On Wednesday, we stopped by in Weymouth for some shore 
leave and then headed to Swanage Bay. I spent some time on 
the engines and then we anchored in Swanage for the night 
before having a couple of competitions (egg drop competition, 
staysail pull and rounders at sea!!). We did a night watch and I 
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was up from 2am to 3am. It was quite fun however, I'm sure that 
novelty would quickly wear off! 
The next morning we were all so tired but it was our last day so 
we spent some time on the sea boat and I also climbed to the 
very top of the mast to give it a tap. We had all had the most 
amazing time and I don't think I realised until later how much this 
week away had meant to many of the cadets all for their own 
individual reasons but we were sad to get packed away once we 
were back in Poole.  
I left early on the Friday to get the train home and was pleased to 
be awarded my offshore hand 2! 
I have attached a few photos for you to have a look at and thank 
you once again. I look forward to going on Royalist again in the 
summer! 
Best wishes,  
LC Amelia Morris 
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Kevin Robert Boyden 
Good afternoon, my brother-in-law Kevin Boyden served with the Royal Navy 

during the Falklands aboard HMS Penelope. He told me many stories of his time 

in the navy & of the war. Kevin sadly lost his life in a tragic accident on Thursday 

29th March in Canada where he and his family emigrated to in 2010. He was the 

most wonderful brother and person. His funeral service is on Friday 6th April in 

the town of Happy Valley, Goose Bay. I am wondering if anyone remembers Kevin 

and If they have any memories of him that they would be happy to share with 

me. I know my sister, their children and grandchildren would take comfort from 

learning about any of your happy memories at this difficult time.  

With thanks and Kind Regards Jane Turner 

 

If anyone has stories to share with Kev’s family contact Ann-louise  
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Some posts from our contact page on HMS Penelope website 

 
Dear Ann-Louise 
Thank you for your reply - it was a pleasant surprise to receive it. 
Thanks also for showing interest in my mum's story. She is in her late 
80s now and her story has followed and puzzled her throughout her life, 
and I know she'd really like to piece together any parts of it to help her 
make sense of it. It might not be what you expected... 
 
As a child my mum lived with her family in rented accommodation in 
Aldeburgh, Suffolk. Their house was called 'Southville' on Lee Road 
and she remembers it being owned by two ladies - 'spinsters' as she 
calls them - but she doesn't remember their names. These ladies left 
Suffolk to live in the US due to the war, and they had a brother who 
was in the Royal Navy. 
 
One night in 1944 when she was seven years old my mum woke to find 
a coffin next to her bed containing a bearded naval officer in full 
uniform. Strangely she was not afraid and had the same vision again 
for three more nights. She told her parents and her brother and sister 
about this experience but not much was made of it. 
 
Many years later - about 15 years ago - myself and my partner 
accompanied mum to Aldeburgh and we went to look at the old house. 
Hanging outside the house was a ships bell, and on further inspection 
we saw it was inscribed HMS Penelope.  
Mum has been thinking about this ever since and wonders whether the 
figure she saw next to her bed was the landladies' brother, and that 
maybe he had lost his life on HMS Penelope at the time of her visions. 
We don't know who put the bell outside the house. 
 
I should add that mum still says she 'doesn't believe in ghosts', but as I 
said, this experience has stayed with her throughout her life. 
If we could find the names of the two 'spinsters' then we might be able 
to establish a connection. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

10 

Dear Ann-louise, Thank you for this contact. It goes back so long 
ago that I cannot remember or what I had written.  
It must obviously have gone around the 75th anniv. of her sinking. 
Unfortunately, I did not manage to attend the memorial service, as 
I was in Malta. I was there together with a friend, Peter Lever, 
whose father had served aboard her around 1942. We were there 
to hand over to the Malta Maritime Museum a 1,6 metre long 
model of her which I built. This was the culmination of a long 
storey going back to 1957 when a plan was published of the ship 
together with a brief history of her exploits during WW II. The 
model took a good few years to build. She operated well under 
radio control for a number of years. As my sons have no interest 
in the model, I decided that the only meaningful place for her 
would be in Malta. This was finally fulfilled at an appropriate time 
in 2019. I am too young to remember much about WW II, being so 
far removed here in South Africa. However, I did serve for 22 
years in the SA Navy. I must add that the use of a Walrus aircraft 
on the model is pure ‘modeler’s license’, as I had great difficulty in 
find the correct one, which in fact aside from trials, she never 
carried an aircraft. Looking forward to hearing from you. Stay 
safe, Regards, Brian Franklin 

Model of wartime cruiser presented to Maritime Museum on 75th 

anniversary of sinkingThe cruiser suffered heavy bombing damage and 

was known as HMS Pepperpot
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A large scale model of the British Royal Navy cruiser HMS Penelope has been 
presented to the Maritime Museum on the 75th anniversary of the warship's 
sinking. 

The presentation was made to Heritage Malta by Brian Franklin and Peter 
Lever, who built the 1.6 metre model using original plans.  

HMS Penelope was an Arethusa-class British light cruiser. She was launched 
on 15th October 1935 and commissioned on 13th November 1936. Together 
with her sister Aurora and two destroyers, she formed the core of Force K that 
was based in Malta to operate against convoys sailing from Italy to Libya. 

Such was the number of times she was bombed and near-missed in Malta that 
she became known as HMP Pepperpot, having been sprayed with shrapnel. 

She was involved in the sinking of a number of enemy ships but was hit by two 
torpedoes while she was on her way to Anzio in Italy, sinking with heavy loss 
of life. 

Peter Lever said his father sailed on HMS Penelope from October 1941 to May 
1942. He was on the ship when she sailed to Malta, during a period of the 
most severe bombings. 

"My father has always talked about his time in Malta with great fondness," he 
said. A painting of the ship by Mr Lever has also been presented to the 

museum. 
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Thank you Mike Bee 
 

FOR THE OLD SALTS 

 
The Life of a Matelot 
 
There’s mis-musters, tot time, slop chits and pay 
 
There’s rising and shining and hitting the hay 
 
There’s neaters and strongers and thickers as well 
 
Ther’s D. Q’s and Chokey and the tiller flat cell 
 
There’s aft and there’s for ‘word, abeam and abaft 
 
To a Civvy this chatter must seem awful daft 
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But to us in the “Andrew” it doesn’t seem strange 
 
Like a draft chit the “Jossman” can always arrange 
 
We eat “Bangers,” “Red lead” and hard Pussers peas 
 
We commission and pay off the ships of the seas 
 
WE are sad and sometimes we think it is heaven 
 
There are times when we cry “Dear lord and our seven” 
 
We are always complaining and getting “green rubs” 
 
And chasing for rubbers and looking for subs 
 
Then rushing ashore like a great heard of cattle 
 
And getting filled in or put in the rattle 
 
And when our times finished and we’re on the dole 
 
In civvy street where we don’t know a soul 
 
We’ll say we are solid and wish we were back 
 
In bells, silks and lanyards, a real Tiddly Jack 
 

 
18) The smaller the monkey the more it looks like it would kill you at 
the first given opportunity. 
 
19) Some days you see lots of people on crutches. 
 
20) Every bloke has at some stage while taking a pee, flushed half 
way through and then raced against the flush. 
 
21) Old women with mobile phones look wrong. 
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22) Its impossible to look cool whilst picking up a Frisbee. 
 
23) Driving through a tunnel makes you feel excited. 
 
24) You never ever run out of salt. 
 
25) Old ladies can eat more than you think. 
 
26) You can't respect a man who carries a dog. 

 
27) There's no panic like the panic you momentarily feel when you've got your 
hand or head stuck in something. 
 
28) No one knows the origins of their metal coat hangers. 
 
29) Despite constant warning, you have never met anybody who has 
had their arm broken by a swan. 
 
30) The most painful household incident is wearing socks and stepping on an 

upturned plug. 
 
31) People who don't drive slam car doors too hard. 
 

32) You've turned into your dad the day you put aside a thin piece 
of wood specifically to stir paint with. 
 
33) Everyone had an uncle who tried to steal their nose. 
 
34) Bricks are horrible to carry. 
 
35) In every plate of chips there is a bad chip. 
 
36) Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom is not putting 

it in a fruit salad 
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           From all at HMS Penelope Association 
God Bless, Take Care & Stay COVID 19 Safe 

 
Slops:- 
We have Ships Plaques at £13.00 - Association Ties at £7.00 - Metal 
Lapel Badges for only £3.00, - Blazer Badges at £13.00 - (although we 
only keep a small number of blazer badges in stock due to the price of 
them).  
 
Email & Websites:- 
The membership Secretaries email address is  
Ann-louise@hms penelope.com 
  
If there are any members who are online and we haven't got your email 
address can you let me have it please? Also, PLEASE let us know of 
any changes to your address, telephone number or email address. 
 
 

We really need your help on material for the shadow 
 
Please tell us about your time on the Penny any funny dits/stories or 
anything you would like to be added in any edition of the shadow  
 
                   More information and lots more photos online 

www.hms-penelope.com 

 
 

Editor – Shipmate Lewie Armstrong 

THE SHADOW is published by the Penelope Association. The views 
expressed are those of the Editor and contributors, and unless stated, are not 

necessarily those of the Association. 


